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CUDDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Draft Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held in The Bernard Hall 

Monday 26th November 2018 at 7.30pm   
 
PRESENT:  Ken Birkby (KB), Ken Brown (KMB), Josephine Bradford (JB), Lorraine Stevens 

(LS), Ravern Stevens (RS), Ken Trew (KT), Andrew Vickers (AV), Venetia Davies 
(Clerk and RFO).  

 

Parishioners: There was 4 Parishioners present including Steering Group members, Mike 
Cottman (MC) and Sarah Muir (SM). 

 
NB: Action points highlighted. 

 
Parishioners Question Time 

There were no questions.   

 
The order in which items were discussed changed slightly from the Agenda to take 
account of the Neighbourhood Plan discussions. 
 

1. Apologies 
Steering Group Members: Andy Devey (AD), Will Dyer (WD), Olly Hook (OH), Keith 
McCullagh (KMcC) and Judy Brandis (JB). 
 

2. Approval of Minutes – Monday 29th October 2018 
Draft Minutes of the above meeting were accepted as a true record & signed by Chair, KB. 
   

3. Matters Arising  
Matters Arising from the October Minutes were carried forward to the December meeting. 

 

4. Declarations of Interest 
All Councillors except Josephine Bradford declared a non-pecuniary interest in the site 
allocations that have come forward in the Neighbourhood Plan. 
 

5. Street Naming and Numbering for 8 dwellings at land off Aylesbury Road 
Letter received from AVDC inviting the Council’s suggestions for a suitable name. A reply is 
required within one calendar month (16.11.18).  A similar request has been sent to the 
developers (Rectory Home).  The Parish Council are required to liaise with them to find a 
mutually acceptable name.  ACTION: CLERK to write to Rectory with the Parish Council’s 
suggestions and Agenda for December meeting. 
 

6. Devolved Services 
Following the recent unitary announcement of a single unitary council for Buckinghamshire, a 
1-year devolved contract (from 1st April 2019) will be offered instead of a 4-year contract.  
Two of three quotations have been received for the Devolved Services contract for 
2019/2020.  ACTION: CLERK to agenda for December meeting. A Parishioner kindly agreed 
to arrange for the ivy on the Church wall to be removed. 
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Note: The Parish Council will need to inform its insurers of its involvement in the Devolution 
Scheme and ensure public liability indemnity (of £10,000,000) and the appropriate employers 
liability insurance is in place.  Where a Service Provider is contracted on a service contract 
the Parish Council must ensure that the Service Provider has this level of indemnity   

 
7. Finance 

a. Balance from Minutes of previous meeting (29th October 2018): 
BALANCE: £36,465.55 

• Receipts: £0.00  

• Debits: 0.00 

• Plus unpresented cheques: £70.00 

• Balance of Bank Account: £36,535.50 (as at 15th November 2018) 
Available Funds: £36,465.50 (balance of bank account less 
unpresented cheques) 

b. Orders for Payment: £675.32 

• Venetia Davies - £384.00 

• Venetia Davies - £144.00 (NP – 12 hours) 

• Carl Small - £40.00 (Grass Cutting - Children’s Playground 6/11) 

• Trustees of Bernard Hall Committee - £33.00 (for 9/10 (NP), 29/10 
(CPC) 

• Oxford IT Solutions - £36.00 (£30.00 + £6.00 VAT – Website Transfer  
onto a secure https: server.) 

• Buckinghamshire and Milton Keynes Association of Local  
Councils - £38.32 Councillor Training Josephine Bradford 

• Also approved: 

• Simon Brown - £110.00 (grass cutting 29.10.18, 12.11.18) 

• Oxford IT Solutions - £100.20 (£83.50 + £16.70 VAT – Website Hosting  
and Email Processing Platform). 

• BALANCE: £35,579.98 (Available Funds less Orders for Payment) 
 
 

c. Management Report.  November report circulated. 
d. Budget/Precept 2019/20 (Precept requirements to AVDC by 18th January 

2019).  It was agreed to bring this forward to the December meeting.  
ACTION: CLERK to agenda. 

 
8. Planning 

• 18/03932/APP - 9 Swan Hill Cottages, Aylesbury Road, Cuddington HP18 0BE  
Erection of porch and single storey side/rear extensions.  Comments by: 03.12.18 
ACTION: CLERK to return NO OBJECTIONS to AVDC. 

• 18/04065/APP - Foxglove Farm, Gibraltar, Dinton, HP17 8TY  
Conversion of horse box garage and open shed to 1no. 3-bedroom holiday let.  
Comments by: 13.12.18 
ACTION: CLERK to return NO OBJECTIONS to AVDC. 
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9. Traffic Feasibility Study 
ACTION: RS to provide report of findings to Traffic Feasibility Study with costings for 
December meeting.  CLERK to agenda for December meeting.   
 

10. Neighbourhood Plan 
At the October meeting, the Parish Council expressed concerns over the Neighbourhood 
Plan (NP) process, particularly concerning housing targets for Cuddington from 2019 to 2033.  
It was agreed this be held over to the November meeting when Councillors would have a 
chance to raise concerns about the NP process and potential site allocations.  The PC’s 
position on housing numbers for VALP was that it had accepted 23 new homes (8 at 
Aylesbury Road plus 15 at Dadbrook) and didn’t see the need to allocate any more, and on 
the basis that Dadbrook may be omitted from VALP, the NP might only allocate 15 homes) 
The Parish Council was resistant to the idea that a ‘defensive’ provision be made for 
additional housing to respond to the continuing changes to VALP and the proposed early 
review of VALP.  There was also concern that housing should not be driven by potential 
community benefits alone.   
 
In preparation for discussions, the Steering Group, led by KT, had prepared and circulated a 
report to the Parish Council.  The detailed report, principally about housing as the main area 
of concern, summarised the planning background and informed the debate on external 
planning threats (the requirement to deliver homes to meet Government policy, the failed 
AVDC local plan, the new VALP [to be reviewed at the earliest opportunity to bring it in line 
with the new National Planning Policy Framework which redefines the 5-year supply of land 
supply and deliverability tests for housing] and the new single Unitary authority issue).  These 
changes will increase the requirements for additional housing in the District. In addition, the 
VALP inspector has asked AVDC to consider the low proportion of housing that they have 
allocated to villages (the average growth in AVDC is 40% but only 4% has been allocated to 
villages). The NP report detailed housing growth which is encouraged to support local 
services, housing density to maintain the character of the village, housing mix to include a 
proportion of 2/3 bedroom homes and affordable housing for local people.  It covered the 
pros and cons of preparing a NP, the risk of unwanted planning applications with, and 
without, a NP in the context of VALP, progress with landowners/developers to date, the 
process towards site assessment, the process towards the approval of the NP and the 
approach to community benefits.  A Site Assessment Report by Oneill Homer (Stage 2) was 
also circulated.   
 
The meeting summarised that a NP should positively plan for some growth in housing and 
provided that there was a three-year land supply the NP would protect the village from future 
unwanted planning applications.  The ‘made’ Plan is a formal planning document of equal 
weight to the Local Plan and is capacity led (not target led). It is prepared by the community 
and relies on an evidence-base to make choices. The Site Assessment process is divided 
into two stages where sites are ranked or rejected if they have unacceptable benefits.  
Policies on Design, Environment, Green Infrastructure, Traffic, Housing and Social 
Infrastructure, collected from the Task Groups are agreed with the community and put in 
place to protect and preserve the character of the village and restrict development.  The 
second Village Consultation, now likely to be February, will give plenty of opportunity for the  
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community to comment.  The aim will be to ask for views and collect feedback on potential 
planning policies, housing numbers and possible sites for development.  It was agreed that 
the options for affordable housing needs to be clearly defined.  The results of the second 
Village Consultation together with a detailed assessment of potential housing sites by Neil 
Homer will form the draft NP (possibly April 2019) which is subject to endorsement by the 
Parish Council and a review by planning officers at AVDC. Any objections will be taken into 
account in the final draft that will then be subject to an examination by an independent 
Planning Inspector.  Any further modifications will then be included before there is a village 
Referendum to finally approve the NP. As well as advice from Oneill Homer planning 
consultants, guidance is also being sought from AVDC, Community Impact Bucks and 
Locality, the Government Agency.  There is a further grant available (if land is allocated), but 
applications are closed until all monies are spent from the existing grant.  With regard to 
housing on the playing fields, the PC as landowners resolved (October 2018) that it will not 
allow housing development.  The meeting was reminded that there is funding available from 
S106 contributions from a maximum of 5 separate S106 agreements which can be pooled 
towards one specific project) for sport and leisure projects.  There are also various grant 
funding bodies that would support sport and leisure improvements.  The site can also be 
looked at as an exception site.  It was agreed to discuss consulting Villagers at the second 
village consultation to see if an element of affordable and/or market housing in order to fund 
improvements to the existing community facilities would be supported.  ACTION: CLERK to 
agenda for December meeting.  
 
The PC unanimously agreed to continue with the Neighbourhood Plan work and support the 
process of selecting and allocating appropriate sites for housing in the Plan period 2019-
2033. The Steering Group was thanked for all its work to date. 

 
11. Items for Information 

• LAF - Thursday 6th December 2018, 7.00pm, Worminghall Village Hall.  
ACTION: KMB to attend.  Now 13th December 2018. 
 

12. Date and Time of Next Meetings:   
 

Parish Council Meeting: Monday 10th December at 7.30pm in the Bernard Hall 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

The Parish Council meet on the last Monday of every month (or the 4th Monday in the event of a 
Bank Holiday Monday). 
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